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It was the Fall of 1980, I was 12 years old, and we were knee deep in an 
election year.  At that time I had the bright idea that I was going to be the first 
female president of the United States.  Well, obviously that dream didn’t come 
to fruition, and quite frankly I am glad that it didn’t.  Instead, I am now the 
president of a chapter of a great organization and working with a wonderful 
group of women.  I want to thank all of my fellow chapter members for 
believing in me as I prepare to take on this new challenge in my life.

I am extremely excited with the direction we are heading this year.  I have 
been meeting with our chapter’s various committees over the Summer and 
we have a strong, committed group of women that are sure to enhance the 
success of our Chapter.  

Our Professional Education committee has put together a great schedule 
consisting of various events, both educational and social.  The tours and 
speakers that we have lined up are certain to educate and provide useful 
information to all of our members.  

Our newly formed strategic planning committee is working on developing a 
plan that will spread the word to young women that the construction industry 
is a viable career choice for them.  Our focus will be on grade school and high 
school girls.  And while we are just in the beginning stages, many great ideas 
have been submitted and we will continue to pursue a path that stays in line 
with NAWIC National’s strategic plan as well.

The Board of Directors has also chosen a new website designer that is certain 
to help us achieve our public relations and marketing goals.  Our initial goal is 
to keep the website current and up to date.  And in the future we will look into 
revamping and adding new items to enhance the look and content to keep 
people interested and coming back to see what we are all about.

And last, but definitely not least, our Ways and Means committee is working 
hard to promote a new fundraising event.  In April of 2012 we will be holding a 
casino night with silent auction rather than our annual live auction.  This is 
something new for our chapter and poses some new challenges to us, but I 
believe wholeheartedly in my committee and our chapter members to work 
hard and make this event a huge success.

In honesty, I have had to do something that is inherently difficult for me, and 
that is to delegate.  But, as I do so, I see everybody stepping up to the plate 
and doing a great job in what is a new role for many.  As you believe in me, I 
truly believe in all of you!  Thank you all again for all of your encouragement 
and support, I know I will need it throughout the coming year.  Let’s make this 
a great year TOGETHER, I cannot do it without you!

Helena JohnsonHelena JohnsonHelena JohnsonHelena Johnson
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September General Meeting Tour Re-Cap
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Announcements

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:

I would like to thank all of you that have stepped up to the plate to be on a committee.  The current 
committee assignments are:

Block Kids — Michelle O’Rourke, Julie Raymond & Nancy Hall
Construction Industry/WIC Week — Sally Langer & Nancy Hall

Membership/Roster — Helena Johnson
NEF Committee — Amber Thomas
Nuts and Bolts Editor — Michelle Hetzel

Professional Education — Theresa Weinert, Katie Torgerson & Nancy Hall
Publicity — Kassy Coen

Scholarship — Amber Thomas, Shauna Boyer, Julie Raymond & Katie Torgerson
Sunshine — Michelle O’Rourke
Ways and Means — Helena Johnson, Shauna Boyer, Karen Hetzel & Debbie Pronschinske

Community Service — Katie Torgerson & Jackie Eicher
Strategic Planning – April Weatherston & Sally Langer

Technology – Kassy Coen

And while it looks as though we have all of the spots filled there is always room for more.  Joining a 
committee is a great way to learn about different facets of our organization and I encourage you to 
spread your wings and try something new.  I know you will find it extremely rewarding.

Below are descriptions of each committee and what the work for each entails.  And rest assured that 
you will have a mentor to help you out if you are unsure of exactly is required of you, you will not be 
left to figure things out for yourself, that I guarantee.  Please let me know if you would like to 
participate on any of them.

Block Kids— Block Kids is part of our NAWIC Education Foundation program where we have a 
challenge every year where kids from grades 1 to 6 compete in a LEGO building competition. This 
committee organizes the event, creates the flyers, keeps track of RSVP’s, etc. Each year we have 
between 80 and 100 kids that participate.

Community Service— This is a new committee that has been formed for this next year. Our chapter 
would like to do more community participation and we all have so many ideas.  This committee has 
been put in place to organize those ideas and get the word out to the membership for volunteering 
opportunities. 

Construction Industry/WIC Week— Women In Construction Week takes place first full week in March
and every NAWIC Chapter uses that week to focus on promoting women in construction. In 2012 we 
will be holding our Industry Appreciation Dinner with the focus being on educating young women on 
the construction industry.  But, we are not limited to just one event that week, other chapters around 
the nation have done food drives, clothing drives, participated in Habitat for Humanity, etc. It is 
something that we do to get the NAWIC name out there and the person leading this committee 
would organize such things.
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Announcements

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS (continued):

Membership/Roster – The Membership Chair is responsible for sending out information packets to 
potential members along with welcoming guests and new members to the organization. You are 
encouraged to keep a distribution list of potential members and pass on to them information about 
upcoming meetings and send them copies of our newsletters.  The chair is also responsible for 
organizing one membership event each year.  

NEF Committee— NEF stands for NAWIC Education Foundation. The NEF program offers certifications 
in various areas through a partnership with Clemson University. In an effort to keep the costs of those 
programs reasonable, members donate in a variety of ways.  Our chapter holds a raffle at each 
general meeting for $1and the NEF Chair is responsible for purchasing the raffle prize. There are also 
other fundraising opportunities throughout the year and the Chair is responsible for keeping track of 
how much the Chapter raises and a check is donated at National Convention for that amount.

Nuts and Bolts Editor— Nuts and Bolts is our monthly newsletter and the editor is responsible for 
gathering information both on her own and from other members to include in the newsletter and
then distributes it to the membership and to our website administrator.

Professional Education— This committee coordinates and organizes each of our monthly general 
meetings.  This committee is key.  We need programs that provide value to our membership and their 
employers and are pertinent to the woman in construction today.

Publicity— This committee is responsible for researching and placing ads in various publications.  They 
will also place press releases, as needed, to promote special events.

Scholarship— This committee is responsible for things such as career fairs at local colleges and for 
getting out the scholarship forms. Our chapter will be participating, for the first time this year, in the 
program with NFSF (NAWIC Founders Scholarship Foundation).

Strategic Planning— This a new committee created for this year. Our strategic plan will focus on 
educating young ladies from grade school through high school on job opportunities available in the 
construction industry.  Strategic plans are a constant work in progress.  We have a lot of ideas, we just 
have to sort through it all and see where it takes us.

Sunshine— This is a one-person type committee and this person is responsible for sending out cards, 
flowers, etc. to those members that may be ill or deserve a congratulations. 

Ways and Means— Each year we hold an annual event as our fundraiser. This raises money not only 
for our chapter, but most importantly for the scholarships we offer.  Many chapters hold events 
throughout the year, but we do it in one fell swoop, so it is one of the most crucial committees.  This 
year’s fundraiser will be a Casino Night.  This committee is responsible for organizing the event as a 
whole and obtains information and commitments from the rest of the membership, as needed, to 
make the event a success.
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Happy October Birthdays To: 

Shauna Boyer

Jackie Eicher

Michelle O’Rourke

This Year’s Events:

Topic & Location Date 

I-94 Tunnel Tour/Wisconsin DOT Office October 10th

Membership Event-Wine Tasting/Vino 100 November 14th

Supportive Care Christmas Party/Mt. Mary College December 12th

Topic TBD/Lemberg Electric January 9th

Block Kids Preparation/Mt. Mary College February 13th

Block Kids/Mt. Mary College February 18th

Industry Appreciation Dinner/Location TBD March 5th

Joint Meeting with Madison & Fox Valley Chapters April TBD

Casino Night Fundraiser/Mt. Mary College April 20th

GE Healthcare Speakers/Location TBD May 14th

4th Annual Milwaukee Riverboat Cruise June 11th

Happy Anniversary To: 

Shauna Boyer-6 Years

Valerie Jaske-6 Years

Ann Neshek-7 Years

Debbie Pronschinske-5 Years

Julie Raymond-2 Years
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2011-2012 Board of Directors

President

Helena Johnson

Vice-President

Amber Thomas

Treasurer
Michelle O’Rourke

Secretary 

Kassy Coen

Directors

Brenda Graat
Stevie Mistele-Wildt

Julie Raymond

Current Committees/Chairs

Block Kids — Michelle O’Rourke, Julie Raymond & Nancy Hall

Construction Industry/WIC Week — Nancy Hall

Membership/Roster — Helena Johnson

NEF Committee — Amber Thomas

Nuts and Bolts Editor —Michelle Hetzel

Professional Education — Theresa Weinert, Katie Torgerson & Nancy Hall

Publicity — Kassy Coen

Scholarship — Amber Thomas, Shauna Boyer, Julie Raymond & Katie Torgerson

Sunshine — Michelle O’Rourke

Ways and Means — Helena Johnson, Shauna Boyer, Karen Hetzel & Debbie Pronschinske

Community Service — Katie Torgerson & Jackie Eicher

Strategic Planning – April Weatherston

Technology – Kassy Coen

NAWIC is an 

international 

association that 
promotes and 

supports the 

advancement and 

employment of 

women in the 
construction 

Industry.
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Would You Like to Advertise with NAWIC

Members Cost:

Nuts & Bolts - $25

Website logo and link - $25

Both - $40

Non-Members Cost:

Website logo and link - $50

Contact Helena to see your business card in the NAWIC Classifieds

Nuts & Bolts 

Michelle Hetzel, Editor

Hetzel Tile & Marble, Inc.

5805 North Lovers Lane Road

Milwaukee, WI  53225

michelle.hetzel@hetzeltm.com
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